
MICHIGAN CASE STUDY

What is the driver?

Residential Wells going dry

A funky court ruling on riparianism

7 other angry states

A group of opportunists

http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide/mediaDisplay.aspx?id=2660&elcode=ABNMK01030


MICHIGAN CASE STUDY

What is the objective?

Certainty for Water Users

Protection of Aquatic Resources

A win for all parties

A chance to do something cool

http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide/mediaDisplay.aspx?id=2660&elcode=ABNMK01030


MICHIGAN CASE STUDY

How will flows be implemented?

100% review of every 

new/expanded withdrawal

Online User Registration

Complete Transparency

http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide/mediaDisplay.aspx?id=2660&elcode=ABNMK01030


MICHIGAN CASE STUDY

What are the constraints ?

Regulators don’t feel like they’re 

regulating

Scientists like to argue about details

Who’s going to monitor?  How?

http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide/mediaDisplay.aspx?id=2660&elcode=ABNMK01030


MICHIGAN CASE STUDY

Five year goals ?

Survive Court challenges

Survive legislature

Survive “tinkerers”

Stay relevant

http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide/mediaDisplay.aspx?id=2660&elcode=ABNMK01030



