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Current Situation

Outside of Capacity Use Areas, only legal limit IS a
V-a'g u-€e'lleguis b e-me-nte (it 0:.-nHe
law).
Capacity use areas can be established by the state when
water supply . (surface and/or.ground) is:insufficient to

Meet existing or-projected demand: Currently, one:CUA
exists In coastal plain (groundwater), about:15%:of state.

Re gl t realt=don/iure qudinied: 0
(Agriculture O1.0 mgd) .

i tselr b-a=s-i Nt rans fer —perm
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Current Situation (cont.)

No flow limitations or instream flow study required:if
proposed withdrawal <20%: of #Q10.

Wit hidir aawa bise02:0 9% --0-f- 0101 e
[egion, habitat:and biota.

Site-specific instream flow field 'studyrequired if habitat
ande«=b-l-osteas ar: e-neqgpnis aiside oo r | f
Pliedmaont.

Fleld study also needed for new reservolrs and maost
nydropower projects; Seasonally-adjusted flow regime
typically recommended, not single flow.

Otherwise, desktop analysis IS used (only for Piedmont
streams). Formula was developed based on past site

S:pee Cl-f=kico i wet-tied vp.ex -imet-er s
/Q10 as minimum flow.
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Water Allocation Stuady

Droughts of 1998-2002 and 2007-2008 forced action by
legislature. Stuay bill'in' 2007, to lookat all aspects of
water allocation.

Recommendations (among many):
Use Regulated Riparian legal framework
Establisha permit system for large water withdrawals
EStanliSiy proactive; aaaptive; AVER BasiitWaleFsupply planning

lihe siate shallpreserve lowiregimes and greundwaterevelsin
all water seurces as necessary toprotectinelr physical, chemical
and ecological Integrty by reserving the appropriate portion of
surface waters from allocation

Address critical research and study needs
How: exactly should the state implementitheinstream flow' goail?
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Moving Forward

SIEN helped bring together NC and Federal agencies,
NGQOS, universities-and others

Legislation expected to be debated in 2010-2011. We
want to be ready with a defensible approach when the
debate begins. Also, that we are similar to other efforts
In the country.

Environmental Defense Fund (in consultation with NC
agencies) contracted with Environmental Flow Specialists
to conduct a hydroecological classification of NC streams

Jim Henriksen will tell us about the classification study
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